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REPOR'r

SENATE.

53D CONGRESS, }

{

3d Session.

No. 738.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

DECEMBER

20, 1894.-<R:dered to be printed.

Mr. BL.A.NCH.A.RD, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 7731.]

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred House bill
7731, report the same and respectfully recommend that it do pass.
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a letter to the committee
dated December 17, 1894, and the Secretary of the. Interior, in a letter
of date December 18, 1894, both request the passage of this bill and set
forth the reasons therefor.
These letters are .made a, part of this report.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, December 18, 1894.

Srn: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a communication of 17th
instant from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in relation to H. R. 7731, for the
relief of certain Winnebago Indians in Minnesota, now before the Senate.
The Commissioner calls attention to the fact that the legislation provided in this
bill, which was passed by the House of Representatives as drafted in his office, is of
much importance to these Indians, and if passed by Congress,. will relieve his offic'°
of a burdensome correspondence, and recommends that the bill become a law.
Very respectfully,
HOKE SMITH, Secretary.
The CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
United States Senate.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, December 17, 1894.
SIR: On the 1st of June, 1894, Hon. J. T. McCleary referred to the Department
certain correspondence from W.R. Geddes in behalf of Madam, or Mary, White, a,
Winnebago Indian, in relation to the propriety of removing the restriction in patents
to her and to certain other Winnebago Indians in Minnesota, etc. This office submitted a report thereon on the 15th of June last, giving a full and complete history
of the legislation and of the actfon of the Department in their cases, with offic'e
views thereon, and recommending le&islation for their relief. 'l'he draft of a bill
was prepared and submitted with said report, covering the question of alienation,
etc. This bill was introduced into the House by Hon. Mr. McCleary, of Minnesota,
on the 15th of July (H. R. 7731) for the relief of certain Winnebago Indians in Minnesota, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. It was reported back August
15 by Hon. Mr. Pickler, of South Dakota (House Report No. 1450), and it passed the
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WINNEBAGO INDIANS IN MINNESOTA..

· House on the 24th of August, and on the 27th of August it was referred to the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs.
This legislation is of much importance to these 13 Indians, and, if passed by this
Congress, will relieve this office of a burdensome correspondence. It is in the interest
of good government as set forth in my annual report for this year, page 91, herewith,
and should become a law. I therefore respectfully recommend that the attention of
the Hon. J. K. Jories, chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, be
invited thereto, with the request that said action be had thereon by the said committee, and the legislation provided in said bill be enacted into law.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. M. BROWNING, Commisaioner.
The S.ECRETA.BY Oi' THE !NTEBIOB.
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